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Abstract:
Industrial Robots have been populating automotive factories since the 70's, mostly seen as
job killers. In the 80's, they became more accepted, and a period of co-existence between
man and machine started. Today, first installations are found where robots and workers
co-operate – the beginning of a trend towards real colleagueship. At the same time, robots
set out to conquer other industries as well, and to become part of our daily life.
The talk highlights the main trends driven by societal and environmental changes,
technological achievements, and remaining challenges.
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